Coulda, Woulda, Shoulda, But No One Ever Told Me
No one ever me useful tidbits before I began my journey through high school. looking back, I really wish they had. It seems like I was a freshman just yesterday, but now I must again join the mass of anxious, nervous and giddy freshmen – this time as a college freshman. Having completed the college search, application and orientation process, I know a lot more than I did the first time I was a freshman. It is my mission in this article to help you navigate your freshman year by sharing some insight I gained so you might be just a little more informed than I was.

Never be afraid to try new things.

OK, so I still won’t touch broccoli with a ten-foot pole, but lucky for you, food is not what I am talking about. When I entered the 9th grade, I did not join any new clubs, sports, or activities. I just remained a member of the one team that I had been on since 7th grade. Mistake!  Because I joined more throughout high school, I know that clubs, teams, and organizations are the way to meet other students, have fun, and actually learn things.

Some of the older students you will meet through your extracurricular activities can serve as role models and mentors. And don’t use the excuse that there is not a club for me so I just won’t join one. It took me until I was a junior to figure out that if I didn’t like the club choices available, I could just start my own club! If you love to play chess, then start a club that gets together once a week. If you like to mess around with a  video camera and make amateur movies, then start a film-making club. Get my drift?
But don’t go overboard. Pick a few clubs and then get involved – be more than a name on the membership roll. You won’t enjoy them unless you contribute; what you put in is what you get out. Also, remember high school academics will make increasing demands on your time, so freshman year start small so you can find out what you are capable of, but don’t forget to pick  up other clubs that you want to participate in when you become more adjusted.
Don’t be fooled into thinking that your freshman year is just another year.

Believe me, it isn’t. Grade-wise, this year will set the pace for the next three years. If an admissions staff member sees that your grades are consistently good, then you are on the right track for admission to the university of your choice. But don’t get too stressed out if y ou are reading this during your freshman year and already know your grades are not exactly what the college admissions folks are looking for. Take comfort in the fact that it is not too late. As long as you show consistent improvement, you demonstrate that you have the initiative to learn from your mistakes and succeed no matter what the odds.

DO NOT be afraid to ask questions of your teachers.
This is probably the most important piece of advice I can give. Never be afraid to raise your hand and tell your teacher to slow down or that you were confused by his/her last statement. Chances are most other members of your class were, too. Ask for clarification if you do not understand a concept. Most people do not realize it, but if you take advantage of all your classroom resources there is usually no need for a tutor. Your teacher will help you, and s/he will do it at no further cost to you or your family. All you have to do is ask.

This is not an exhaustive list. It’s simply meant to be quick-start aide. Consult your guidance counselor, talk with friends or relatives who have recently completed their freshman year. They will share tips with you because they care about your success.

While you are living your life as a high school freshman (especially at first), it will be hard and it will seem like the year will never end. But when you are removed from it, even as close as I am, it will seem like forever ago that you were a freshman and you will wonder  how the time got by you so quickly. The choices I made as a freshman impacted where I am today. Your choices will impact you. Do what you can NOW to mold your future. Don’t look back and wish you had done things differently. Learn from your successes as well as your mistakes. Share the wealth of knowledge you accumulate with those who come behind you. For now, take a moment and listen.
PAGE  
2

