Planning Your Future
Why Choose College?

· What kind of life do you want?

For example, you might want:


■ a job you enjoy and feel good about


■ a good, steady income (this is especially important if you have a family someday)


■ time for family, friends and fun.

· A single choice can make all the difference

That’s the choice to go to college. You may decide to work toward:


■ an associate’s degree or certificate from a community, technical or junior college


■ a bachelor’s degree from a four-year college

Going to college can help you live the life you want!

Fact:  College graduates have a serious edge.

· A degree opens doors. Today more than ever, many of the best and highest paying jobs require a college degree. Without college, the career and pay you want may never be within reach.

· It pays to have an education. On average, someone with a college degree earns more than a high school graduate. Over a lifetime, the difference can be more than a million dollars!

· A good job means more than good pay.  It can also mean:

■ good benefits (like health insurance)


■ chances for promotion – which can bring a raise and greater opportunities to learn

What’s in your way?
You might have doubts about college. Don’t let ideas like these get between you and your future:

· “I don’t have the money.”  No one should rule out college for this reason. State colleges offer a good education at a more affordable cost. And financial aid is available from many sources. In fact, the more aid you need, the more you generally can get!

· “I have no idea what I want to do with my life.”  College is a great place to explore your options. You don’t have to choose a major right away. Take advantage of the variety of courses available – it can help you decide on a major later.

· “No one in my family has ever gone to college.” Why not be the first? Going to college can be an exciting step for all of you!

· “I want to make money now.” You may be tempted to look for a full-time job right away. But a college degree can mean:



■ higher earnings in the long run



■ a lower risk of unemployment

Also, you have the option of working as you’re going to school
· “College courses are really hard.” The thought of college courses may seem scary. But in college:


■ you choose what you want to study



■ plenty of academic support is available when you need it

College courses will take effort. But it’s worth it.

· “I just won’t fit in.”  People of all backgrounds attend college.  Campuses are more diverse than ever. If you have a desire to learn and succeed, then college is for you!
You can get there. The key is to take steps in the right direction – starting now.

· Think about your interests. You don’t have to choose a career right now. But it helps to have a general idea of what you might like to do. As you plan, keep in mind your”



■ favorite subjects



■ strengths and abilities

· Challenge yourself. In high school:



■ take classes that will best prepare you for college.



■ work hard in all of your classes. Grades DO matter.



■ get involved in sports and/or activities that interest you



■ volunteer in  your community

· Get information. Learn about the many colleges out there. Find out what they offer and require. Think about the type of college that might be right for you.

Learn more about college. Meet with  your guidance counselor or a career counselor. When it comes to college planning, s/he can be your greatest resource. Get advice on:



■ preparing for college



■ taking standardized tests used in college admissions



■ identifying possible careers



■ choosing and applying to colleges

Explore other resources. Get information from:



■ the Federal Student Aid Information Center at 1-800-4-FED-AID (1-800-433-3243) or at http://stludentaid.ed.gov


■ the U.S. Department of Education @ www.ed.gov/students/prep/college


■ the online Occupational Outlook Handbook @ www.bls.gov/oco


■ colleges that interest you ( call them to arrange for a visit )

College can give you a better chance of succeeding in life?
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