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1. Find out what you are interested in at this point in life.

What are your interests right now? What do you enjoy doing? Try to find a degree that matches your interests. There are probably several options to choose from, just pick the one that sounds the best. This will probably change before  you graduate, but don’t let it discourage you.

2.  Develop the skills which apply to your degree.
The career you choose has specific skills associated with it. Find out what these skills are and focus on them…master them.

3.  Develop your communication skills.

No matter what you do for the rest of your life, you will need to communicate. It is important to write and speak effectively. Communication will always play an important role in any job position; therefore, you should develop these skills to the best of your ability.

4.   Develop your computer skills.
Computer skills are a necessity in this computer age. You don’t necessarily need to know how to write a program unless you want to be a programmer, but a general knowledge of the computer is essential.

5.  Get involved with your education.

For almost every degree there is a related student organization. Get involved with the organization and become an active member. It shows possible employers you can handle responsibility and looks good on a resume. Plus, it’s a great way to meet people and make new friends.

6. Complete as many internships as possible.

You will probably hear at some point, “You don’t have enough experience.” How do you get experience if no one will hire you?—Complete an internship. It will give you the experience you need. Internships are also a great learning tool. They will give you a way to find out if you like the career you have chosen and help you gain valuable contacts in the business world.

7. Have confidence in yourself.

This is the most important tip of all. You’ve probably heard by now how Generation Xers are lazy and have no work ethic. Make sure you prove this statement incorrect. You are a generation of people who know what you want and are capable of achieving great things. Remind yourself daily that  you can make a difference. You have the same opportunities as your predecessors, and in many cases, more. Take advantage of these opportunities when they come along and don’t be afraid to believe in yourself.

These next few years will be a challenging, yet exciting time for  you – a time to learn about yourself and what you want out of life. It will be an opportunity to try new things, learn from cultures and have a good time. Don’t, however, forget why you’re in school – to insure your success in life.

Below is a chart that shows you where some of the best job opportunities will be in the year 2098.




Jobs





1998-2008  % Job Growth
Computer Engineers





108

Computer Support Specialists




102

Computer Systems Analysts




 94

Database Administrators




 77

Desktop Publishing Specialists



 73

Paralegals and Legal Assistants



 62

Personal Care and Home Health Aides


 58

Medical Assistants





 58

Social and Human Service Agents



 53

Physician Assistants





 48
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