VOICE  OF  DEMOCRACY

Patriotic Essay Competition

Short Essay Contest: This years theme is “America’s Role for the Next Century”

· All eligible contestants will be judged on their interpretation of the contest theme.

· This contest is not intended to be a speech competition and the contestants are not required to give an oral/presentation presentation.

· All contestants should be judged by listening to the cassette tape submitted by the contestant.

· The written essay is needed in the processing of the entry, however, grammar, punctuation, spelling, etc… are not a part of the judging process.

· The recorded essay must not be less than three minutes, nor longer than five minutes. Care should be taken to ensure that recordings are accurately timed. A five-second variation is acceptable to compensate for possible differences in mechanical equipment.

· The recorded essay must be recorded in the participant’s own voice.

· Essay must be contestant’s original work and a product of the contestant’s own thinking.

· The essay must be spoken in English.

· The essay read by the contestant should be the only sound on the cassette tape.

· No background sounds including music will be allowed.

· The essay must not be sung.

· Participants cannot identify themselves, their school, city, or state within their written essay or their recorded audio cassette tape. However, it is important that they label the cassette tape and label the written essay to help alleviate any confusion over the ownership of the entry.

· Quotations may be used sparingly and should be plainly identified wherever used.

· The participant can re-record their essay as many times as needed throughout the levels of competition to improve the audio quality, as long as they follow their original winning essay; this allows for the improvement of noisy or inferior recordings. Grammatical changes are allowed as long as the original message is not changed or altered.

· It is recommended that all audio essays be clearly recorded on good-quality audio cassettes.

· It is recommended that the approach to the theme be positive.

· If they choose, contestants are welcome to visit our Web site at www.vfw.org (click on Voice of Democracy) to read last year’s first place national winner’s essay.

If you are interested in this competition contact the counselor’s office ASAP. Deadline for  your local entry will be October 27 .
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