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To the student….

Planning for the future is a process that begins as you prepare to enter high school. The world of work is changing at a dramatic rate, and abundant career opportunities create challenging decisions. This information can assist you in preparing for the future.

· Think about your high school career: focus, curriculum choices, extracurricular activities and preparation for post-secondary experiences

· Think about life beyond high school: career choices, school-to-career transitions, and post-secondary information, and other related items

· Store important portfolio items: report cards, testing results, graduation audits, current resumes, post-secondary information, and other related items

Career development is a process that unfolds over time. Listed below are some examples of possible activities by grade level for consideration. These activities help monitor school progress, prepare for graduation, and consider future educational and occupational plans. Please continue to communicate with your parents about this important school-to-career transition. We invite you to talk to teachers, counselors and administrators when you have questions or concerns along the way.

Check off activities completed which are relevant to your career goal

8th Grade

* Write tentative goals and four-year plan for high school coursework

* Participate in community service

* Participate in school activities

* Explore career resources

* Participate in career exploration activities: job shadowing, mock interviews, field trips, career fairs

* Take the Kuder Vocational Interest Test

9th Grade

* Select courses related to career goals

* Assess study habits and organizational skills; seek help as necessary

* Record community service hours

* Record achievements

* Evaluate interests on the ACT Explore

* Review ACT Explore achievement results

* Review career goals and re-write as necessary

* Review graduation audit as you enroll for grade 10

* Continue career exploration activities

* Begin CHOICES computer program
10th Grade

* Continue CHOICES computer program
* Explore interests using the ACT Plan

* Review four-year plan and make necessary adjustments

* Explore course options

* Update graduation audit as you enroll for grade 11

* Become familiar with the college/career center and media center resources

* Continue career exploration activities

* Record community service hours

* Record achievements

* Take the ASVAB in the fall semester

11th Grade

* Take the Practice ACT in the fall

* Continue CHOICES computer program
* Continue with career exploration activities: draft a resume, participate in an interview, and conduct a college/career search

* Participate in college visits

* Attend college representatives meetings at the high school

* Consider an internship or mentorship opportunity

* Attend college job and career fairs

* Research possible scholarship opportunities including those available through a parents’ place of employment or parents’ professional organizations

* Update graduation audit as you enroll for grade 12

* Record community service hours

* Record achievements

12th Grade

* Finalize high school resume

* Finalize post-secondary plans

* Continue CHOICES computer program
* Schedule a graduation audit check with counselor before the end of the first semester

* Apply to the college or program you have selected

* If interested in the military, take the ASVAB in the fall semester

* Complete scholarship applications

* Gather and complete financial aid information as soon as possible after January 1 (FAFSA)

* File the NCAA Clearinghouse certification applications if you intend to participate in college athletics

* Request transcripts be sent as needed

* Record community service hours

* Record achievements
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